Appendicitis in the elderly: the case for better diagnosis.
Appendicitis in the elderly is a serious disease with increased morbidity and mortality. This and other studies show that there is a delay in operating on patients over age 55 who may have appendicitis. While symptoms are milder in the elderly, they are of the same kind as in younger patients. The same is true of physical findings. Greater suspicion and early surgery should improve the outcome in caring for elderly patients with appendicitis.